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WATCHMEN     OF    THE 


VINEYARD 


By  MARK  E.  PETERSEN 

of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


Address  delivered  at  the  Sunday  morning  session  of  the  115th  semi-annual 
general  conference  October  8,  1944,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


THE  Church  is  often  spoken  of  as  the 
"  vineyard  of  the  Lord."  It  is  so 
referred  to  in  a  parable  that  the  Lord  gave 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  which  I  wish 
to  relate  to  you  here : 

A  certain  nobleman  had  a  spot  of  land, 
very  choice;  and  he  said  unto  his  ser- 
vants: Go  ye  unto  my  vineyard,  even 
upon  this  very  choice  piece  of  land,  and 
plant  twelve  olive  trees; 

And  set  watchmen  round  about  them, 
and  build  a  tower,  that  one  may  over- 
look the  land  round  about,  to  be  a  watch- 
man upon  the  tower,  that  mine  olive- 
trees  may  not  be  broken  down  when  the 
enemy  shall  come  to  spoil  and  take  unto 
themselves  the  fruit  of  my  vineyard. 

Now  the  servants  of  the  nobleman  went 
and  did  as  their  lord  commanded  them, 
and  planted  the  olive-trees,  and  built  a 
hedge  round  about,  and  set  watchmen, 
and  began  to  build  a  tower. 

And  while  they  were  yet  laying  the 
foundation  thereof,  they  began  to  say 
among  themselves :  And  what  need  hath 
my  lord  of  this  tower? 

And  consulted  for  a  long  time,  saying 
among  themselves :  What  need  hath  my 
lord  of  this  tower,  seeing  this  is  a  time 
of  peace? 

Might  not  this  money  be  given  to  the 
exchangers?  For  there  is  no  need  of 
these  things. 

And  while  they  were  at  variance  one 
with  another  thev  became  very  slothful, 


and  they   hearkened  not   unto  the   com- 
mandments of  their  lord. 

And  the  enemy  came  by  night,  and 
broke  down  the  hedge;  and  the  servants 
of  the  nobleman  arose  and  were  af- 
frighted, and  fled;  and  the  enemy 
destroyed  their  works,  and  broke  down 
the  olive-trees. 

Now,  behold,  the  nobleman,  the  lord  of 
the  vineyard,  called  upon  his  servants,  and 
said  unto  them,  Why,  what  is  the  cause 
of  this  great  evil? 

Ought  ye  not  to  have  done  even  as  I 
commanded  you,  and — after  ye  had 
planted  the  vineyard,  and  built  the  hedge 
round  about,  and  set  watchmen  upon  the 
walls  thereof — built  the  tower  also,  and 
set  a  watchman  upon  the  tower,  and 
watched  for  my  vineyard,  and  not  have 
fallen  asleep,  lest  the  enemy  should  come 
upon  you  ? 

And   behold,   the   watchman    upon   the 

tower  would  have  seen  the  enemy  while 

he  was  yet  afar  off ;   and  then  ye  could 

have    made   ready    and  kept   the   enemy 

from   breaking   down  the   hedge   thereof, 

and  saved  my  vineyard  from  the  hands  of 

the  destroyer.     (D.  and  C.  101:44-54.) 

The     gospel     plan    has     many     fields    of 

activity.       Each  one  of  those  fields  is  vital 

and  essential.       We  have  the  work  of  the 

priesthood  quorums  for  men  and  for  boys; 

we  have  the  Church  welfare  plan  :  we  have 

our  financial  system  of  tithing,  and  fast,  and 

other   offerings;   we   have  the   work   of  the 
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auxiliaries;  we  have  the  plan  of  clean  living, 
known  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and  many 
other  fields  of  activity.  Each  one  is  posi- 
tively essential  in  its  place ;  each  one  was 
set  there  by  the  Lord  himself  as  part  of 
the  plan  of  salvation.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
say  that  any  part  of  the  plan  of  God  is  not 
essential.  It  is  not  for  us  to  say  that  any 
part  is  unimportant,  to  be  disregarded  with 
impunity. 

One  organization  may  not  say  to  another, 

'  I  have  no  need  of  thee,"  any  more  than 

the  eye  can  say  to  the  ear,  "  I  have  no  need 

of   thee,"   nor   the   hand   to   the  foot,    "  I 

have  no  need  of  thee."       As  Paul  said  : 

For  the  body  is  not  one  member,  but 
many;  ...  if  the  whole  body  were  an 
eye,  where  were  the  hearing?  If  the 
whole  were  hearing,  where  were  the 
smelling?  But  now  hath  God  set  the 
members  everyone  of  them  in  the  body, 
as  it  hath  pleased  him.  (I  Cor..  12 : 
14,  17,  18.) 

Let  me  repeat  that  last  bit  of  scripture : 
"  Now  hath  God  set  the  members  everyone 
of  them  in  the  body  as  it  hath  pleased 
him." 

The  Lord  expects  us  to  live  the  gospel 
by  participating  in  the  programme  of  the 
Church.  Every  part  of  that  programme 
may  be  likened  unto  the  trees  and  the  tower 
in  the  parable  I  have  read  to  you.  Each 
tree  was  planted  by  commandment  of  the 
Lord ;  the  tower  was  to  be  erected  likewise 
by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  who 
clearly  explained  to  his  servants  the  pur- 
pose of  the  construction  of  such  a  tower. 

Likewise,  the  various  parts  of  our  pro- 
gramme have  been  set  in  the  Church  by 
the  Lord  for  a  particular  purpose,  a  wise 
purpose  in  him,  as  a  means  of  bringing  into 
his  fold  the  souls  of  men. 

But  there  are  those  among  us  who  do 
not  consider  that  all  these  parts  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Church  are  necessary.  They 
feel  that  they  are  unimportant,  and  that 
therefore  they  are  not  in  any  way  bound  to 
comply  with  them.  How  much  are  they 
like  the  servants  in  the  vineyard,  spoken 
of  in  the  parable  in  these  words . 

And  while  they  were  yet  laying  the 
foundation  thereof,  they  began  to  say 
among  themselves,  And  what  need  hath 
my  lord  of  this  tower?       And  consulted 


for  a  long  time,  saying  among  them- 
selves :  What  need  hath  my  lord  of  this 
tower,  seeing  this  is  a  time  of  peace? 
Might  not  this  money  be  given  to  the 
exchangers?  For  there  is  no  need  of 
these  things.  (D.  and  C.  101:47-40.) 
We  might  paraphrase  the  words  of  the 
parable  to  express  the  attitude  of  some 
among  us  by  saying : 

What  need  hath  my  Lord  of  this 
Church  welfare  programme,  seeing  this 
is  a  time  of  prosperity?  What  need 
hath  my  Lord  of  a  plan  to  remove  the 
aged  from  the  public  welfare  rolls  of  the 
state  and  the  counties,  seeing  that  we 
pay  high  taxes,  and  are  invited  to  accept 
the  government  dole  without  so  much  as 
having  to  work  to  get  it? 

Or  what  need  hath  my  Lord  of  this 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  programme,  with 
its  four  committees  and  its  projects  and 
assignments  for  the  members  of  the 
quorums,  seeing  this  is  such  a  busy  time 
and  we  have  not  time  to  take  care  of  our 
own  personal  affairs,  let  alone  bother 
with  the  affairs  of  our  brethren?  Or 
what  need  hath  my  Lord  of  an  Aaron ic 
Priesthood  programme?  Why    should 

we  bother  with  a  standard  quorum  award 
plan,  requiring  the  boys  to  attend  their 
priesthood  meeting  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing, seeing  that  Sunday  is  the  only  day  of 
the  week  on  which  they  might  stay  in 
and  sleep  and  get  a  little  more  rest  than 
they  normally  could  get  ?  Also,  why 
bother  with  such  a  programme  when  so 
many  of  our  boys  are  in  the  service  of 
their  country  ? 

Or  what  need  hath  my  Lord  of  printing 
and  publishing  a  Church  News  for  its 
service  men ;  why  should  we  bother  send- 
ing it  out  to  those  boys,  when  it  is  just 
too  much  trouble  to  mail  it  to  them? 

Or  what  need  hath  my  Lord  of  a  Word 
of  Wisdom,  when  I  simply  must  have  my 
cup  of  coffee  for  a  morning  "  pick-up  "? 

Or  what  need  hath  my  Lord  of  a  tith- 
ing system  when  I  need  my  money  for 
other  things? 
To  return  to  the  words  of  the  parable : 

And  while  they  were  at  variance  one 
with  another  they  became  very  slothful, 
and  they  hearkened  not  unto  the  com- 
mandments of  their  lord. 
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You  look  into  the  failure  of  any  person 
to  live  the  commandments  of  God,  or  you 
look  into  the  failure  of  any  organization  to 
follow  the  outlined  programme  of  the 
Church,  and  you  will  find  the  person,  or  the 
organization,  which  does  not  regard  the 
programme  of  the  Church  or  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord  as  particularly  im- 
portant. "  What  need  hath  my  Lord  of 
these  things?  " 

Invariably  failure  follows  those  organiza- 
tions, because,   as  the  parable  points  out : 
.    .    .    the  enemy  came   by  night,    and 
broke  down  the  hedge;  and  the  servants 
of    the    nobleman    arose    and    were    af- 
frighted,    and     fled ;     and     the     enemy 
destroyed   their   works,    and  broke  down 
the  olive-trees.     (D.  and  C.  101:51.) 
An  Aaronic  Priesthood  organization  which 
fails  to  take  care  of  its  boys  according  to 
the  outlined  programme,  will  see  its  boys 
become  disinterested.       Soon  the  boys  start 
staying   away,    and  before   long   they   drift 
into  evil  habits. 

Where  is  the  fault  for  such  a  condition? 
Is  it  with  the  boys,  or  is  it  in  the  failure 
of  the  organization  to  follow  the  outlined 
plan? 

A  father  decides  that  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord  are  not  necessary,  so  he  be- 
comes inactive,  and  soon  his  wife  and 
children  likewise  discontinue  keeping  the 
commandments,  and  soon  we  have  an  in- 
active family  on  our  hands. 

A  priesthood  quorum  or  other  organiza- 
tion may  be  headed  by  officers  who  feel  that 
the  plan  as  revealed  to  them  by  the  autho- 
rized servants  of  God  is  not  really  necessary 
and  not  really  important,  and  that  they 
have  ideas  that  are  much  better  themselves, 
and  therefore  they  do  not  follow  the  pro- 
gramme. Soon,  however,  they  find  that 
their  organization  begins  to  slip ;  that  the 
interest  of  their  members  falls  off,  then  the 
attendance  declines,  and  before  long  the 
organization  fails  to  fulfil  the  function  for 
which  it  was  created. 

So  we  see  the  results  of  failure  to  follow 
the  outlined  programme  of  the  Church. 

Then,  in  the  words  of  the  parable,   the 
lord  of  the  vineyard  speaks  and  says : 
.  .  .  Why  !  what  is  the  cause  of  this  great 
evil?       Ought  ye  not  to  have  done  even 
as  I  commanded  you,  and — after  ye  had 


planted  the  vineyard,  and  built  the  hedge 
round  about,  and  set  watchmen  upon  the 
walls  thereof — built  the  tower  also,  and 
set  a  watchman  upon  the  tower,  and 
watched  for  my  vineyard,  and  not  have 
fallen  asleep,  lest  the  enemy  should 
come  upon  you?  And  behold,  the  watch- 
man upon  the  tower  would  have  seen  the 
enemy  while  he  was  yet  afar  off;  and 
then  ye  could  have  made  ready  and  kept 
the  enemy  from  breaking  down  the  hedge 
thereof,  and  saved  my  vineyard  from  the 
hands  of  the  destroyer.  (D.  and  C.  101 : 
52-55.) 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago  the  Lord 
desired  to  establish  the  centre  stake  of  Zion 
at  Independence,  Missouri,  but  the  attempt 
met  with  failure,  which  caused  the  Prophet 
of  God  to  grieve.  The  Lord  explained  to 
him,  saying : 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  concerning  your 
brethren  who  have  been  afflicted,  and  per- 
secuted, and  cast  down  from  the  land  of 
their  inheritance — 

I,  the  Lord,  have  suffered  the  affliction 
to  come  upon  them,  wherewith  they  have 
been  afflicted,  in  consequence  of  their 
transgressions;  .  .  . 

Behold,  I  say  unto  you,  there  were  jar- 
rings,  and  contentions,  and  envyings,  and 
strifes,  and  lustful  and  covetous  desires 
among  them;  therefore  by  these  things 
they  polluted  their  inheritances. 

They  were  slow  to  hearken  unto  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  their  God;  therefore, 
the  Lord  their  God  is  slow  to  hearken 
unto  their  prayers,  to  answer  them  in  the 
day  of  their  trouble. 

In  the  day  of  their  peace  they  esteemed 
lightly  my  counsel;   but,    in  the   day   of 
their  trouble,  of  necessity  thev  feel  after 
me.     (D.  and  C.  101:1-2;  6-8.) 
That    is    so    much    like    human    nature. 
WThen  we  regard  our  work  in  the  Church, 
let  us  remember  that  we  are  working  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord,   and  that  we  are  his 
servants,  just  as  the  servants  who  worked 
in  the  planting  of  those  olive-trees.       And 
remember,  too,  that  if  we  esteem  lightly  the 
word  of  the  Lord  in  the  day  of  our  pros- 
perity, in  the  day  of  our  trouble  he  may  be 
slow  to  hearken  unto  our  prayers,  to  answer 
us  and  provide  for  our  needs. 

(Continued  on  page  82.) 
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"WORK    OUT   YOUR    OWN 
SALVATION" 

By  EZRA  L.   MARLER 


SELF-HEiLP  is  a  fundamental  factor  in 
Mormonism.  No  people  in  Christen- 
dom can  sense  a  more  sincere  devotion  to 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  nor  a  deeper  grati- 
tude to  him  for  the  great  sacrificial  atone- 
ment made  for  mankind  than  do  we.  "Well 
do  we  know  that  there  is  no  other  name 
given  under  heaven  by  which  we  may  be 
saved  than  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  He 
died  that  we  might  have  eternal  life.  We 
have  full  appreciation  too  for  the  love  and 
mercy  of  God,  the  Father;  for  to  us  he  is 
truly  that — a  divine  and  loving  Father.  It 
was  His  will  that  Jesus,  our  brother  and 
Saviour,   came  to  do. 

We  accept  in  full  measure  the  words  of 
Paul  to  the  Ephesian  saints  that,  by  "grace 
are  ye  saved  through  faith;  and  that  not 
of  yourselves;  it  is  a  gift  of  God;  not  of 
works  lest  any' man  should  boast."  Also 
the  many  other  believe-and-be-saved  pas- 
sages that  the  faith-alone  adherents  quote. 
We  do  know  that  it  was  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  willing  sacrifice  of  his  son  that 
we  were  redeemed  from  death  and  darkness 
that  enthralled  the  world,  and  that  all  the 
works  that  man  might  have  done  for  him- 
self would  have  no  efficacy  toward  his 
liberation.  We  know  also  that  even  after 
that  atonement  had  been  made,  men's  own 
individual  efforts,  supported  by  ever  so 
many  ceremonies  and  ordinances,  yet  de- 
void of  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  would  not 
give  him  place  in  the  celestial  kingdom  of 
God. 

Yet  we  are  far  at  variance  from  those 
who  would  shift  all  the  burden  of  our  future 
welfare  upon  the  shoulders  of  Jesus  and 
expect  to  ride  pick-a-back  into  the  glories 
of  heaven.  The  very  next  verse  following 
Paul's, oft  quoted  statement  to  the  Ephe- 
sians  tells  us  that  "  we  are  his  (God's) 
workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto 
good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained 
that  we  should  walk  in  them."  If  we  do 
not    walk    in    "  good    works  "    the    divine 


atonement  with  all  its  potential  blessings 
will  vouchsafe  to  us  a  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  but  little  more.  The  grace  of  God 
and  the  atonement  of  his  Son  have  broken 
down  the  insurmountable  barriers  before  us. 
With  the  way  thus  made  clear  we  may  then 
climb  to  heights  of  glory  limited  only  by 
our  own  efforts  in  obedience  to  divine  law. 
Every  such  effort  will  be  made  fruitful  in 
progress  by  the  inspiration  which  our  faith 
will  draw  from  the  Infinite  Source  of  light 
and  love. 

The  Apostle  Paul  well  knew  this  and  so 
from  the  time  he  accepted  the  Christian 
way  of  life  he  applied  himself  most 
assiduously  in  good  works — labouring  always 
to  support  himself  and  to  serve  others  in 
their  climb  upward.  He  faithfully  fought 
the  good  fight  and  finished  his  course.  To 
the  Philippian  saints  he  advised  that  they 
work  out  their  own  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling.  There  is  no  conflict  between 
the  teachings  of  this  great  man  and  those  of 
the  Apostle  James,  who  most  emphatically 
declares  that  "  faith  without  works  is 
dead." 

As  for  the  present  life,  we  will  no  doubt 
all  agree  with  Samuel  Smiles  who  says, 
"  The  great  high  road  to  human  welfare  lies 
along  the  old  highway  of  steadfast  well- 
doing; and  they  who  are  the  most  per- 
sistent, and  work  in  the  truest  spirit,  will 
invariably  be  the  most  successful. — Success 
treads  on  the  heels  of  every  right  effort." 
That  same  principle  which  makes  for  suc- 
cess in  this  life  will  raise  us  to  higher  levels 
in  the  life  to  come. 

Each  thought  is  a  nail  that  is  driven 
In  structures  that  cannot  decay  : 

And  the  mansion  at  last  will  be  given 
To  us  as  we  build  it  each  day." 

Whatever   principle   of  intelligence   we 

attam  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us 

in  the  resurrection.       And  if  a  person  gains 

more  knowledge  and  intelligence  in  this  life 

(Continued  on  page  78.) 
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"SOME  SHALL  DEPART" 


PAUL  taught  that  in  the  "  latter  times, 
some  shall  depart  from  the  faith, 
giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines 
Of  devils,  speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy,  hav- 
ing their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot 
iron."     (1  Tim.  4.) 

Then  he  proceeded  to  name  a  number  of 
things  which  would  cause  men  and  women 
to  lose  the  faith.       Among  them  he  lists : 

1— Pride. 

2 — Perverse  disputings. 

3 — Love  of  money. 

4 — Profane  babblings. 

5 — Science  falsely  so-called. 

There  were  others,  but  these  were  among 
the  important  ones. 

We  are  living  in  the  "  latter  times."  We 
have  the  faith ;  as  did  the  saints  of  Paul's 
day.  Inasmuch  as  the  ancient  apostle  said 
that  "  the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly 
about  these  matters,  and  inasmuch  as  we, 
are  the  people  concerned,  are  there  any 
among  us  who  are  losing  the  faith  because 
of  these  things? 

Occasionally  we  hear  of  those  who  "  out- 
grow the  Church,"  and  choose  to  affiliate 
themselves  with  worldly  groups  instead. 
They  are  ambitious  for  a  place  in  this 
world,  and  the  humility  of  a  Christian  life 
hardly  fits  in  with  their  ambitions.  Are 
they  among  the  proud  who  are  thus  losing 
the  faith?  There  are  also  some  who 
advance  in  the  Church  itself,  and  who  allow 
a  feeling  of  superiority  to  grow  in  their 
breasts  because  of  these  advancements. 
Persons  thus  afflicted  feel  themselves  a  bit 
better  than  the  humble  and  the  poor,  and 
like  the  Pharisees  blind  themselves  to  the 
truths  of  Christ.  Could  Paul  have  meant 
them  ? 

Endless  disputes  among  members  of  the 
Church,  sometimes  about  doctrine,  some- 
times about  living  practices,  education  or 
business,  lead  to  ill  feelings,  and  wrong 
conclusions.  Of  these  we  should  be  wary. 
Let  them  not  lead  us  into  disobedience  and 
apostasy. 

The  love  of  money — Paul  says  it  is  the 
root  of  all  evil.  Recalling  that  Jesus  said 
it  is  difficult  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  heaven, 


read  Paul's  words  to  Timothy:  "  They  that 
will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and  a  snare, 
and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  per- 
dition." 

He  adds  that  the  love  of  money  causes 
some  to  covet  wealth,  and  while  thus 
coveting  they  fall  into  error  and  lose  the 
faith.  When  men  have  an  eye  single  to 
money,  they  drop  things  which  do  not  seem 
to  them  to  help  amass  wealth.  Hence  they 
lose  the  faith.  Are  there  business  men 
among  us  who  are  in  that  position?  Are 
there  poor  among  us  who  allow  greed  to 
blind  their  minds?       Paul  tanght  men  to 

flee  these  things  and  follow  after  godli- 
ness and  faith." 

Science  falsely  so-called  "  has  been  a 
hurdle  upon  which  many  have  stumbled. 
It  is  refreshing,  as  we  review  our  own  dis- 
cussions, to  know  that  Paul  waged  a  fight 
against  the  same  type  of  thing.  True 
science  sustains  faith;  the  false  notions  of 
men — their  theories  and  hypotheses — often 
destroy  faith.  Paul  did  not  condemn  true 
science.        No    sane    person    does.         But 

science  falsely  so-called,"  as  he  puts  it, 
has  been  advanced  by  self-sufficient  pseudo 
scientists  who  have  laughed  at  religion,  only 
to  be  shown  by  genuine  research  that  they 
were   mistaken.  In   line   with  this   Paul 

taught   us   to   "  prove   all   tilings   and   hold 
fast  to  that  which  is  good." 

Each  one  of  us  should  remember  that  our 
faith  in  God,  our  love  of  family  and 
fr'ends,  our  activity  in  the  Church,  are  the 
real  gems  of  life,  and  that  although  they 
may  not  glitter  like  gold  or  rubies,  they 
represent  the  true  wealth  of  this  world  as 
well  as  of  the  world  to  come. 

— Editorial,  Church  Section, 
Deseret  News. 
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"  Work  Out  Your  Own  Salvation." — From  page 

76. 
through  his  diligence  and  obedience  than 
another,  he  will  have  so  much  the  advan- 
tage in  the  world  to  come.  There  is  a 
law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  before 
the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which 
all  blessings  are  predicated — And  when  we 
obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it  is  by 
obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  pre- 
dicated."—D.   and  C.   130:18-21. 

If  we  do  not  realize  it  now,  some  time  we 
shall  learn  that  our  kind  Father  in  Heaven 
does  for  us  that  which  we  cannot  do  for  our- 
selves ;  but  that  which  we  can  do  is  required 
of  us.  He  wants  us  to  recognize  his  in- 
finite love  and  infinite  power,  and  humbly 
rely  on  him  for  help  and  guidance ;  but  he 
places  no  premium  on  indolence  and  sloth- 
fulness.  There  is  no  place  in  the  divine 
economy  for  the  pusillanimous  shirker.  "We 
are  warned  that  the  idler  shall  not  eat  the 
bread  nor  wear  the  garments  of  the 
labourer.  Neither  shall  he  who  makes  no 
effort  or  preparation  in  things  spiritual, 
enjoy  equal  standing  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  with  him  who  is  faithful,  obedient 
and  valiant  in  the  path  our  Father  and  our 
Saviour  have  marked  out. 

There  is  a  pointed  lesson  in  the  parable 
of  our  Lord  concerning  the  marriage  feast 
and  the  wedding  garment.  Inasmuch  as 
the  king  so  graciously  invited  the  people  of 
all  classes  in  to  the  feast,  one  fellow  was 
so  presumptious  and  inconsiderate  as  to  go 
in  without  any  preparation.  He  was 
probably  unwashed  and  unshaven  and  he 
had  no  wedding  garment.  This  the  rules 
and  custom  of  the  feast  required.  He  pre- 
sumed to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the 
feast  without  the  slightest  effort  or  provi- 
sion on  his  part.  He  seemingly  carried 
the  spirit  of  the  good  old  song : 

'Just  as  I  am  without  one  plea, 
But  that  Thy  blood  was  shed  for  me  ; 
And  that  Thou  bid'st  me  come  to  Thee, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come,  I  come." 
But  the  king  was  displeased.       His  guest 
had  presumed  too  much.       He  had  under- 
valued the  gift  and  its  importance.     "  And 
the    king    saith    unto    him,     Friend,     how 
earnest  thou  in  hither  not  having  a  wedding 
garment?       And  he  was  speechless.     Then 
said   the   king   to  the    servants,    Bind    him 


hand  and  foot  and  take  him  away,  and  cast 
him   into  outer  darkness." 

Our  Father  has  prepared  a  feast  for  us. 
By  the  Atonement  of  his  Son  the  doors  are 
opened  and  the  invitation  sent  out  to  all; 
but  thougli  the  feast  is  a  gift  of  grace  he 
has  assured  us  that  we  must  make  proper 
presentation  of  ourselves  at  the  royal  table. 
If  we  are  unclean  we  must  cleanse  our- 
selves. If  we  are  tarnished  by  sin  we 
must  repent  of  it  and  follow  the  means  pre- 
scribed for  forgiveness.  We  must  don  the 
wedding  garment  or,  as  Jesus  assured 
Nicodemus,  we  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
"  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  "  where 
the  feast  is  being  served. 

From  Liahona  The  Elders'  Journal. 


b  □ 


I  wish  to  preach,  not  the  doctrine  of 
ignoble  ease,  but  the  doctrine  of  the  strenu- 
ous life,  the  life  of  toil  and  effort,  of  labour 
and  strife;  to  preach  that  highest  form  of 
success  which  comes  not  to  the  man  who 
desires  mere  easy  peace,  but  to  the  man 
who  does  not  shirk  from  hardship  or  from 
bitter  toil,  and  who,  out  of  these,  wins  the 
splendid  ultimate  of  triumph. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 


What  the  Bible  Means. 

There  are  certain  truths  which  are  so  very 
true  that  we  call  them  truisms;  and  yet  I 
think  we  often  half  forget  them  in  practice. 
Every  thinking  man,  when  he  thinks, 
realizes  what  a  very  large  number  of  people 
tend  to  forget 'that  the  teachings  of  the 
Bible  are  so  interwoven  and  entwined  with 
our  whole  civic  and  social  life  that  it  would 
be  literally — I  do  not  mean  figuratively,  I 
mean  literally — impossible  for  us  to  figure 
to  ourselves  what  that  life  would  be  if 
these  teachings  were  removed.  We  would 
lose  almost  all  the  standards  by  which  we 
now  judge  both  public  and  private  morals ; 
all  the  standards  toward  which  we  with 
more  or  less  resolution,  strive  to  raise  our- 
selves. Almost  every  man  who  has  by  his 
life  .work  added  to  the  sum  of  human 
achievement  of  which  the  race  is  proud — 
almost  every  such  man  has  based  his  life 
largely  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Bible. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Transvaal     District.       Norman     G.     Muir, 
President,  11,  Johannes  Street,  Troyville, 
■  Johannesburg. 
The  new  Transvaal  District  presidency  is 
functioning  very  well  and  enjoying  fine  co- 
operation.       They    were    present    at    well- 
attended   meetings,    June   3rd,   in   Krugers- 
dorp  Branch,  and  June  10th,  at  the  Liahona 


HEkJIiliHir 

Sister  Mercia  Muir. 

Branch,  and  each  of  the  other  branches  will 
receive  visits  and  encouragement  during 
the  Sundays  to  follow. 

Of  District  and  Mission  interest  is  the 
Mission  call  to  Sister  Mercia  Muir.  She 
will  leave  her  home,  July  2nd,  and  be  at  the 
Mission  office  for  her  labours  as  Mission 
Secretary.  We  congratulate  her  on  the 
acceptance  of  this  call.  Her  service  in 
this  responsible  position  will  be  u  great 
benefit  to  all  the  Mission,  and  will  be  a 
marvellous  experience  and  blessing  to  her. 
Liahona  Branch.  Ariel  T.  Smith,  Presi- 
dent, 61,  Victoria  Road,  Rosettcnvillc, 
Johannesburg. 

As  indicated  in  the  last  issue,  Leonard  G.' 
Muir  passed  away,  May  16th.       After  very 
thorough    investigation    of    the    Latter-day 
message,    Brother  Muir  joined  the   church 


August  3rd,  1914,  and  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Earl  J.  Solberg.  Since  that  time 
few  men  in'  the  church  have  been  more 
faithful  and  fearless  in  proclaiming  the 
truths  of  the  restored  Gospel.  Because  of 
illness  the  district  conference  held  three 
days  prior  to  his  passing  was  the  first  con- 
ference he  had  missed  in  more  than  thirty 
years  of  his  membership  in  the  church. 
Sister  Muir  joined  the  church  February 
16th,  1916,  and  together  they  found  the 
greatest  joy  of  life  in  the  restored  Gospel. 
Through  the  many  years  Brother  Muir 
has  been  affectionately  known  as  "  Pop  " 
Muir  because  of  his  kind  and  fatherly 
interest  and  influence  in  all  the  affairs  of 
the  church  and  the  love  he  had  for  all  the 
members  of  the  church.  His  wise  counsel 
and  genial  influence  will  be  missed  in  the 
Transvaal  District  and  more  especially  in 
the  Liahona  Branch. 

Brothers  Harry  and  Sid  Spear  have  been 
welcome  visitors  at  Liahona  during  the  past 
month.  Brother  Deryk  Vice  has  returned 
from  Margate  and  Durban.  The  glad  news 
has  been  received  that  Brother  Ira  Muir 
has  arrived  in  England  safely  after  his 
captivity  somewhere  in  Italy  and  Austria 
since  the  days  of  Tobruk. 

Sunday,  June  10th,  Brother  Douglas 
Charsley  was  released  as  second  counsellor 
and  Brother  Robert  Stork  as  branch  clerk 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  and  Brother 
Robert  Stark  was  sustained  as  second  coun- 
sellor and  Sister  Daphne  Vice  as  branch 
clerk. 

Sunday  evening  services  will  in  trie  future 
be  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Douglas  Charsley,  De  Villiers  Street, 
Kenilworth. 

Springs  Branch.  Rcaford  Putters,  Presi- 
dent. 67,  5th  Street,  Springs. 
Brother  Ronnie  Louw  was  in  the  hospital 
for  penicillin  treatment.  The  baby  of 
Brother  John  and  Sister  Betty  Pretorius 
was  blessed  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw.  Sister 
Mercia  Muir  was  one  of  our  speakers 
Sunday  evening,  May  27th,  when  she  came 
to  bid  us  farewell  prior  to  going  to  Cape 
Town  for  her  mission. 

(Continued  on  page  81.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

August,  1945 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

While  of  these  emblems  we  partake 
In  Jesus'  name  and  for  His  sake, 

Let  us  remember  and  be  sure 

Our  hearts  and  hands  are  clean  and  pure. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

Go  thy  way  and  do  as  I  have  told  you, 
and  fear  not  thine  enemies;  for  they  shall 
not  have  power  to  stop  my  work. 

D.  and  C.  136:17. 

GOSPEL  MESSAGE. 

My  people  must  be  tried  in  all  things, 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to  receive  the 
glory  that  I  have  for  them,  even  the  glory 
of  Zion;  and  he  that  will  not  bear  chastise- 
ment is  not  worthy  of  the  Kingdom. 

D.  and  C.  136:31. 

SENIORS. 

Let  him  that  is  ignorant  learn  wisdom  by, 
humbling  himself  and  calling  upon  the  Lord 
his  God,  that  his  eyes  may  be  opened  that 
he  may  see,  and  his  ears  opened  that  he 
may  hear. 

D.  and  C.  136:32. 

JUNIORS. 

And   this  shall  be   our  covenant — that   we 
will  walk  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord. 

D.  and  C.  136:4. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

Lay  hands  suddenly  on  no  man,  neither 
be  partaker  of  other  men's  sins:  Keep  thy- 
self pure. 

1  Tim.  5:22. 

PRIMARY. 

0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is 
good :   for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

Psalms  118:29. 

KINDERCARTEN. 

"  I  am  God's  little  child, 
That  is  better  than  all, 
He  bids  me  obey  Him : 
I'll  follow  His  call." 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
August,  1945 

By  Richard   L.  Evans 
On  Following  the  Growd 

The  beginning  of  a  new  year  is  conceded 
to  be  a  good  time  to  look  critically  at  some 
of  the  factors  that  make  up  our  lives,  at 
some  of  the  things  we  do,  and  at  some  of 
the  thinking,  both  true  and  false,  that  we 
indulge  in.  One  of  the  fallacies  that  often 
appears  under  this  critical  scrutiny  is  the 
old  and  unimpressive  excuse  that  we  must 
do  certain  things  merely  because  "  every- 
body is  doing  them  " — which  of  course  is 
threadbare   and  untenable.  In  the  first 

place,  "  everybody  "  isn't  doing  them.  In 
any  crowd,  thinking  people,  whether  they 
are  in  the  minority  or  the  majority,  are  still 
shaping  their  own  thoughts,  making  their 
own  decisions,  and  regulating  their  own 
personal  conduct,  and  the  philosophy, 
among  our  young  people  especially,  of  doing 
things  merely  "  to  be  a  good  sport  "  is  an 
insidious  doctrine,  greatly  to  be  feared  and 
constantly  to  be  resisted.  One  thing  that 
youth  should  remember  is  that  the  crowd 
is  not  always  right.  On  the  contrary,  all 
history  proves  that  the  crowd  is  so  very 
often  wrong.  It  is  the  crowd  who  have 
stoned  the  prophets  and  ridiculed  the  pio- 
neers of  every  generation.  It  is  usually 
the  crowd  who  start  a  boy  doing  "  just  this 
once,"  as  they  say,  things  which  lead  to 
bad  habits  and  more  serious  consequences. 
Often  it  is  the  crowd  who  lead  us  into 
trouble  and  desert  us  when  we  are  in 
trouble.  Following  the  crowd  unthinkingly 
is  often  an  indication  of  lack  of  moral 
courage,   or  lack  of  understanding.  The 

great  deceiver  of  all  men,  who  was  a  liar 
from  the  beginning,  has  no  more  useful 
method  of  leading  his  subjects  astray  than 
by  suggesting  that  they  do  things  merely, 
because  the  crowd  does  them ;  and  those 
who  persuade  others  to  do  what  they  know 
they  shouldn't  do,  because  they  desire  to 
have  company  in  their  foolishness,  are  in- 
viting grave  hazard  to  themselves  and  to 
others,  because  the  crowd  usually  hasn't 
any  very  good  idea  where  it  is  going.  The 
crowd  can't  think.  It  is  only  individuals 
who  can  think.       And  so,   lest  we  blindlv 
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follow  the  crowd,  it  would  be  well  to  make 
our  own  decisions  in  accordance  with  our 
own  convictions,  because  the  crowd  may  be 
going  in  the  wrong  direction,  as  it  has  done 
so  many  countless  times  before. 

From  Improvement  Era. 

District  Highlights. — From  page  79. 

Pretoria  Branch.  Karl  Kunitz,  President, 
440,  Retief  Street,  West  End,  Pretoria. 
Sister  Cooksley  is  enjoying  a  month's 
vacation.  Sister  Edwina  Kunitz  is  well 
again  after  a  knee  infection.  Sister 
Cowdery  is  again  suffering  from  heart 
attacks.  Our  prayers  are  for  her  early 

recovery. 

Krugcrsdorp     Branch.        David     Banfield, 
President,  23,  Sterkfontein  Road. 
,  Cottage  meetings  are  being  held  regularly 
and  opportunity  is  being  watched  for  exten- 
sion of  our  organizations. 
Ramah  Branch.       Frank  Donly,  President, 
387,  Highland  Road,  Kensington,  Johan- 
nesburg. 

The  latest  word  indicates  that  Sister 
Mary  Evans  is  still  critically  ill  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Bandoliers  Kop.  Her  parents  are 
with  her.  She  has  our  constant  faith  and 
prayers  for  her  recovery.  Brother  and 

Sister  J.  J.  Jacobs  have  gone  to  "Warmbaths 
for  a  short  stay.  Brother  George  Ganter 
(Jr.)  has  been  sustained  as  the  Branch 
Clerk;  the  Sunday  School  leadership, 
Brother  Frank  Donly;  Bernard  Hubert, 
Garnet  Phipson  and  Sister  Mercia  Muir, 
Sec,  were  released  and  Brother  Bernard 
Hubert  was  sustained  as  Superintendent 
and  Brother  Phipson  as  1st  Counsellor  and 
Norma  Muir  as  Secretary. 

The  M.I. A.  held  a  very  successful  dance 
on  June  1st  and  have  recessed  for  a  time 
except  the  boy  scouts  who  will  continue  to 
meet  each  Tuesday  evening. 
North-western  Branch.  William  B rummer, 
President,  37,  Albert  Road,  Neivlands, 
Johannesburg. 

Special  memorial  services  were  held 
Sunday  evening,  May  20th,  paying  tribute 
to  President  Grant.  We  are  working  to 
obtain  more  active  members. 
Moivbray  Branch.  Thomas  Wilson,  Presi- 
dent, St.  George  Villa,  Forest  Road, 
Rondebosch. 


Sunday,  June  17th,  District  Conference 
was  held  with  a  good  attendance  at  all 
the  meetings.  An  especially  fine  Officers' 
and  Teachers'  Meeting  was  held  as  the  first 
session  of  the  day.  Members  of  the  Eerste 
Biver  Branch  attended  and  took  part  on 
the  programme.  The  Mowbray  and  Eerste 
Biver  Primaries  held  a  very  successful 
bazaar  Saturday,  June  9th;  all  who 
attended  had  a  good  time  and  the  financial 
part     was     especially     successful.  The 

Y. W.M.I. A.  held  a  rummage  sale,  the 
results  of  which  were  very  pleasing.  M.I. A. 
open  night  was  enjoyed  at  the  Wynberg 
roller  skating  rink,  Thursday,  June  21st. 
Each  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  in 
Belief  Society  a  cooking  lesson  is  given  by 
Sister  Ida  G.  Sharp. 

June  29th,  a  very  interesting  and  success- 
ful Variety  Concert  was  presented  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Mowbray  Belief 
Society.  The  play,  "  Aladdin,"  was  pre- 
sented and  a  fine  series  of  dances  were  given 
by  the  students  of  the  Miller  Sisters 
Dancing  Studio.  Much  credit  for  this 
splendid  evening's  entertainment  is  due  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Albert  Ninow. 
a   a  

I  would  rather  trust  my  child  to  a  serpent 
than  to  a  teacher  who  does  not  believe  in 
God. — Dr.  Karl  G.  Maeser,  Church  Section, 
Dcseret  Neivs. 
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A  Mother's  Joy 

By  Mabel  Jones  Gabbott 

IT  was  the  sacramental  hour; 
I  sat  in  Church,  I  must  confess, 
With  heart  and  soul  quite  overcome 
In  pride  and  joy  and  gratefulness. 

For  there  among  the  Deacons  sat 
My  eldest  son,  my  twelve-year  old, 
Ordained  to-day,  so  clean  and  fine. 
God's  sacred  Priesthood  now  he  holds. 

What   matter  wealth  or  worldly   fame? 
My  joy,  my  prayers  will  be  complete 
If  he  but  honour  this  great  call 
And  keep  himself  both  clean  and  sweet. 

The  Instructor 
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Watchmen  of  the  Vineyard. — From  page  75. 

During  this  conference  we  have  raised  our 
hands  and  sustained  the  authorities  of  this 
Church;  when  we  sustained  Heher  J.  (Irani 
as  president,  we  took  a  vote  also  to  sustain 
him  as  prophet,  seer,  and  revelator.  Then 
we  voted  to  sustain  the  counsellors  in  the 
First  Presidency,  and  the  Twelve,  and  the 
Patriarch,  and  after  we  had  thus  voted,  we 
took  an  entirely  different  vote.  This  time 
we  sustained  this  group  of  men  as  prophets, 
seers,  and  revelators,  in  addition  to  their 
positions  of  membership  in  the  Twelve,  the 
Patriarch,  or  as  counsellors  in  the  First 
Presidency. 

Some  people  ask :  ' '  When  is  a  prophet 
really  a  prophet?  "  You  remember  the 
reply  that  is  frequently  given,  that  is,  that 
a  prophet  is  a  prophet  when  he  speaks  by 
the  power  of  his  office. 

I  want  to  tell  you  brethren  that  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Church  that  has  been  given 
to  you  has  been  provided  to  you  officially  by 
these  presiding  brethren  whom  you  have 
sustained  as  prophets,  seers,  and  revelators. 
This  programme  has  been  given  to  you 
officially  by  them,  functioning  in  their 
official  capacity.  Therefore  what  right  do 
we  have  to  say  that  this  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme is  not  necessary,  or  that  part  of 
the  programme  is  not  necessary  ? 

Always  we  have  been  taught  that  the 
first  principle  of  the  gospel  is  faith.  We 
have  been  taught  that  "  We  believe  in  God, 
the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  Can  we 
say  that  we  really  and  truly  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  if  we  do  not  believe  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  his  Church?  And  if  we  do 
not  believe  in  the  programme  of  his 
Church,  can  we  say  that  we  are  truly 
and  honestly  followers  of  the  lowly 
Nazarene?  "  If  you  love  me,  keep  my 
commandments."  Remember  that  com- 
mand; each  one  of  us  should  think  of  it 
with  respect  to  our  adherence  to  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Church,  whether  it  is  per- 
sonal adherence,  whether  it  is  adherence  on 
the  part  of  an  organization  or  within  our 
families.  ''  If  you  love  me,  keep  my 
commandments." 

When  the  Lord  gave  us  the  first  great 
commandment,  I  am  thankful  also  that  he 


gave  us  that  part  of  the  4th  Section  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  which  says:  — 

...  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of 
God,  see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your 
heart,  might,  mind  and  strength,  that  ye 
may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last 
day.     (D.  and  C.  4:2.) 

If  you  really  and  truly  believe  in  the  first 
and  great  commandment,  to  love  the  Lord 
ihy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  it  means  then  that  you  will  serve 
him  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your 
heart,  with  all  your  mind,  with  all  your 
might,  and  with  all  your  strength.  That 
means  that  you  will  serve  him  -without 
reservation  of  any  kind,  and  that  of  a  truth 
you  will  put  your  whole  soul,  your  whole 
heart,  into  the  work  of  Almighty  God,  that 
you  will  apply  the  best  of  your  intelligence, 
you  will  serve  him  with  all  your  mind,  by 
seeking  to  know  the  programme  of  the 
Church,  and  then  to  live  up  to  that  pro- 
gramme with  all  your  soul. 

It  means  likewise  if  you  are  going  to  love 
him  and  serve  him  with  all  your  strength, 
that  you  will  serve  him,  with  all  your  physi- 
cal strength,  with  all  your  mental  strength, 
with  all  your  spiritual  strength,  and  with 
the  strength  of  all  your  resources,  whatso- 
ever they  may  be.  If  you  really  love  the 
Lord  your  God  you  will  serve  him  in  that 
manner.  And  all  who  do  so  are  likened  unto 
a  wise  man  that  built  his  house  upon  the 
rock,  and  the  rain  descended  and  the  floods 
came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon 
that  house  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was  founded 
upon  a  rock. 

My  brethren,  I  pray  that  we  may  have 
the  faith  and  the  courage  to  follow  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Church.  I  pray  that  we 
may  sustain  the  authorities  of  the  Church 
not  only  with  our  hands,  but  that  we  may 
sustain  them  also  with  our  works  in  follow- 
ing the  outlined  programme,  and  not  setting 
up  something  of  our  own  which  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  programme  that  is  pro- 
vided by  the  inspiration  of  these  men  whom 
you  have  sustained  as  prophets,  seers,  and 
revelators  during  this  conference.  And  this 
is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.       Amen. 
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PtEelasi 


Halt! 

Hostess:    "What    is    the    difference    between 
dancing   and   marching?  " 

Rookie:   "  I  don't  know." 

Hostess :    "  I    didn't    think    you    did.        Let's 
sit  this   one   out!  " 

The    Bulletin. 

□    □ 

Gems. 

"  The  woods  would  be  very   silent  if  no  birds 
sang  there  except  those  that  sang   best." 

"  War    never    determines    who   is    right — only 
who  is  left." 

Sunshine    Magazine. 


Clown. 

Corporal:       "This      unit      certainly      has      a 

humorous   cook." 

Sergeant:   "  Why  do  you  say  that?  " 
Corporal:    "Everything  he  cooks  has  a  funny 

taste." 

a     □ 

Dicker. 

Visitor:  "You've  got  a  lot  of  pep  for  a  man 
nearly  100  years  old.  How  do  you  get  that 
way?*" 

Ragson  Tatters:  "I  'ain't  decided  yet.  I'm 
dickering  with  two  or  thr<?e  cereal  companies 
for  my  endorsement." 

Bagology. 

□    □ 

Ker-choo. 

I  shot  a  sneeze  into  the  air.  It  fell  to  earth 
— I  knew  not  where.  But  later  on.  so  I  am 
told,  some  twenty  others  had  my  cold. 

The  Bug. 

O     Q 


Identity. 

Judge:  "Are  you  the  defendant  in  this 
case?  " 

Rastus :  "No,  sah,  I'se  got  a  lawyer  to  do 
my  defendin'.  I'se  de  man  that  stole  de 
chickens." 

Railway    Employees'    Journal. 

O    □ 

A    Hit. 

Jim:   "  Did  you  hear  the  one  about  the  moron 
that  thought  he  was  Hitler?  " 
Tim:   "No,  what  about  him?  " 
Jim  :   "  He  was." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  □ 

Deep. 

Johnny:  "I  am  thinking  of  having  my  voice 
cultivated." 

Homer:  "I  would  recommend  having  it 
ploughed  under." 

□  D 

On  the  Double. 

Nit:    "Got  a   minute  to   spare?" 

Wit:   "  Sure." 

Nit:   "Tell  me  all  vou  know." 


□    B 

I'll   Bite. 

"  Mav   I   have   any   kind   of   sea   food   1 


What   shall    I   order 


Dick- 
like?  " 

Mother:    "  Yes,    dear, 
for   you  ?  " 

DiVk:   "  Sait  water  taffy!  " 

Quite  at  Home. 

Sergeanx :  "  Why  didn't  vou  obey  orders  when 
I  said   "  Company  Halt?  " 

Rookie:  "I  was  here  three  weeks  already, 
and  so  I  didn't  think  I  was  company  any  more.'. 


Pressing. 

The  war.  they  say,  is  bringing  us  closer  to- 
gether. This  is  especially  noticeable  on  trains, 
buses,  and  street  cars. 

Sunshine  Magazine. 


Tough  Coing. 

Customer:  "  Waiter,  I  know  meat  is  scarce, 
but  don't  you  think  this  steak  is  ridiculously 
small?  " 

Waiter:  "  Yes.  but  it  will  take  you  some  time 
to  get  through   it." 
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Keep  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 

Elder  MARION  G.  ROMNEY,  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Excerpts  from  Conference  Address,  April,  1944. 


IT  is  very  important,  my  brethren,  that 
we  each  live  so  that  we  can  have  this 
spirit  of  the  Lord.  Its  importance  did  not 
cease  with  the  death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  In  1879,  two  years  after  the 
Prophet  Brigham  Young  had  died,  Presi- 
dent Wilford  Woodruff  was  down  in  the 
mountains  of  Arizona,  travelling  with  Lot 
Smith.  On  one  occasion,  he  had  a  vision 
or  a  dream  in  which  he  saw  Brigham  Young 
and  Orson  Hyde,  and  he  asked  Brigham 
YToung  if  he  would  not  come  with  him  to 
Arizona  and  speak  to  the  people.  Brigham 
Y'oung  answered  that  he  had  done  his  talk- 
ing in  the  flesh  and  that  work  was  now  left 
for  Elder  Woodruff  and  others  to  do.  In 
his  diary,  President  Woodruff  quotes  Presi- 
dent Young  as  saying :  ' '  Tell  the  people  to 
get  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  and  keep  it  with 
them." 

Brigham  YToung  had  a  similar  experience 
in  his  lifetime.  In  February  1847,  he  had 
a  dream  in  which  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
appeared  to  him.  It  was  a  glorious  dream. 
You  will  find  it  in  the  history  of  the  Church 
written  by  Brother  Cannon.  Brigham 
Y'oung  expressed  his  sorrow  that  he  was 
separated  from  the  companionship  of  Presi- 
dent Smith,  the  Prophet,  and  asked  him 
why  he  could  not  come  with  him.  The 

Prophet   told   him   he   would   have   to   wait 
awhile. 

Then  Brigham  Y'oung  asked  him  if  he  had 
a  message  for  them,  and  the  Prophet 
stepped  toward  him,  looking  very  earnestly, 
yet  patiently,  and  said  (I  quote  from  the 
words  of  the  Prophet  in  that  dream  of 
Brigham  Young's): 

Tell    the    brethren    to    be    humble    and 


faithful  and  be  sure  to  keep  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  that  it  will  lead  them  aright. 
Be  careful  and  not  turn  away  the  still, 
small  voice;  it  will  teach  them  what  to  ■ 
do  and  where  to  go;  it  will  yield  the  fruits 
of  the  kingdom.  Tell  the  brethren  to 
keep  their  hearts  open  to  conviction,  so 
that  when  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  to 
them,  their  hearts  will  be  ready  to 
receive  it. 

That  is  one  way,  brethren,  to  get  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  it  is  one  absolute 
requirement  to  keep  our  hearts  open  to  con- 
viction, so  that  we  can  hear  the  word  of 
God  and  receive  the  Holy  Ghost's  prompt- 
ings when  they  come.  It  is  a  terrible 
calamity  for  men  or  nations  to  become  laws 
unto  themselves.  You  know,  the  Lord 
said :  ' '  That  which  seeketh  to  become  a 
law  unto  itself  .  .  .  cannot  be  sanctified  by 
law,  neither  by  mercy,  justice,  nor  judg- 
ment, therefore  they  must  remain  filthy 
still." 

The  Prophet,  in  this  statement  to 
Brigham  Young,  continues  . 

They  can  tell  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
from  all  other  spirits — it  will  whisper 
peace  and  joy  to  their  souls:  it  will  take 
malice,  hatred,  strife  and  all  evil  from 
ihrir  hearts,  and  their  ivhole  desire  will 
be  to  do  good,  bring  forth  righteousness, 
and  build  up  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Li  ah  on  a. 


Y'outh  demands  recreation,  and  if  it  is 
not  provided  in  high  places  they  will  seek 
it  in  low  places. — Dr.  Karl  G.  Maeser, 
Church  Section,  Deseret  News. 
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